Staplehurst School Newsletter - No. 17



News from the Senior Team

Dear Parents and Carers

Unbelievably we have completed week 3and are half way through this term already! We are proud
to say that despite some challenges with staffing, we have maintained consistent face toface
teachingforall year groups and ensured that there has been minimal disruptionto learning.

PRIDE Values:

Learning behaviours are very strong across our school. Thisterm our focus is 'independence’; this is
importantbecause it promotes confidence and self-esteem as well as motivation and perseverance
inschool. It fosters self-reliance, allowing your child to feel they have control overtheirlife and
it givesyour child asense ofimportance and belonging which is essential for building social
relationships and for contributingto the world. We explore and discuss thistheme every Monday,
and on Friday children celebrate theirachievementsin our celebration assembly. Every week we
publishthose children who have received their certificate.

| am delighted toreportthatLilly ( Year 6) has inspired other pupils across the school to produce
some superbindependenthomework - keep up the great work and we will continue to share thisin
our Monday assemblies!

Bestwishes

Miss Davenport & the Senior Leadership Team



Pride Certificates Winners

Class

Reason

Willow Adkin

EYG

Willow has demonstrated our PRIDE value of independence this week during
child-initiated learning, independently working at the maths table to find
different ways of making 5. Great work Willow!

Willow Rowden

EYKB

Willow has shown a growing resilience and independence in her attitude to
school recently, always remembering her smile. This week she impressed us
with her enthusiasm for writing and perseverance when writing labels in the
classroom. Well done Willow!

Dougie Ward

iCc

Dougie has independently completed his English work this week. He has
positively contributed to class discussions about saving the planet and shown
excellent understanding of the issues that endanger our world. Well down
Dougie!

Thomas Charge

18

Thomas has been positive all week with his learning. He has also been
determined to independently complete his work and has adapted superbly to
class changes this week. Well done Thomas!

Mason Patrice

2SS

Mason has worked extremely hard this week on his hedgehog fact file. He has
shown great enthusiasm when researching and writing his facts. When
publishing, he carefully edited his work. Great work Mason!

Rosanna Brazil

28

This week Rosanna has had a positive attitude towards her learning and
worked extremely hard in all subject areas. Rosanna has shown improved
independence in her work too!

Sebastian Smith

38

This week Seb has been working extremely hard across all areas of the
curriculum. He has shown great positivity towards his reading and real
determination in his writing, making sure to follow his plan and include the
main grammar focus. You have had such a fantastic week Seb, keep it up,
well done!

Riley Cook

3G

Riley has demonstrated an extremely positive attitude towards his learning
this week. He has been working particularly hard in English and has written a
fantastic narrative, using fronted adverbials. Keep it up Riley!

Ben Heasman

4w

Ben has demonstrated great determination in writing a newspaper article. He
has been able to identify the main features of a newspaper report and include
them in his own work.

Shayan Hoque

4C

Shayan has worked very hard this week. He has thought carefully about
writing his newspaper report, and taken pride in publishing his work. Shayan
always tries his best and is a polite, friendly pupil. Well done!

Kieran Throssell

5K

Kieran has worked really hard this week, particularly in his English writing. He
has taken on board feedback and used his planning to ensure that he has
written a fantastic character description. Well done Kieran!

Eevie Coshell

5R

Eevie has worked really hard to improve her handwriting this term. She has
made her letter shapes the right size and is joining neatly. Keep practising
Eevie!

Gerry Gallagher

6S

It has been so wonderful to welcome Gerry to 6S as he is incredibly
polite, positive and respectful. | am immensely proud of him for how
hard he has worked in class and would like to celebrate the fantastic
reading he has been doing. Keep up the good work, Gerry!

Elsbeth Anderson

6T

Elsbeth has moved through this year with such positivity. It's been brilliant to

see her outstanding thirst for learning, high levels of effort and his relentless

enthusiasm. Keep up the hard work and continue to challenge yourself! |'ve
been particularly proud of the effort you have put into literacy.




Reading:

At Staplehurst we are passionate about ensuring that each child develops alife longlove for reading
to increase theirknowledgeand ability to read for pleasure. We urge you to encourage our children
to read often and share the stories they have read with their friends and teachersand recommend
excellent books so that others may desire toread these books as well.



EYFS

YEAR 1

EYFS have continuedto enjoy ourbird theme and we were pleased to see the birds have discovered
and eatenthe bird feeders we made last week. Ourhome learningtask last week was to make bird

feedersathome andthe children shared some fantasticexamples, usingavariety ofideas. The
children deserved the PRIDE pointsthey received for completing and sharing their bird feeders.

This week we have enjoyed reading Owl Babies. We discussed how the owlsinthe story feltwhen
Mummy Owl had leftthem and some children wrote the owls letters to reassure them that Mummy
would returnsoon. Theyalsodrew the journey Mummy Owl took through the woods, labelling the
things she would have seenon herjourney.









Year 1

YEAR 1

ThisweekinYear 1 duringScience we have been testing whether objects are strong or weak. The
childrenlearnthow to control variablesin an experiments. One of the variables we controlled was
droppinga large rock from 10cm each time.







Year 2

YEAR 2

This week we have been working hard on publishing our non-chronological reports about hedgehogs.
We tookinspiration from our class text 'The Hodgeheg' by Dick King-Smith and researched about5
different aspects of hedgehoglife, includingwhere they live, whatthey eatand what they like todo
for fun. We were very surprised to discoverthat some hedgehogs like to climb trees and can even
swim!We looked carefullyat the features of non-chronological texts and considered whereto place
our title, sub-headings, text and illustrations. We are all very proud of the work we have produced.

1-Amelie was soinspired by our work in school that she researched and wrote her own non-chronological report about
cats!






Year 3

YEAR 3

Thisweek Year 3 conducted an experiment to determine what causes an objectto move fasteror
slower. We tested this by measuring how fara car would travel down a ramp, changing the surface
to seeif this had an affect. The surfaces we tested were: smooth, rough, foam and carpet, and we
each predicted which surface we thought would make the car go fastest and which would slow the
car down.









Year 4

ThisweekinYear 4 our children have continued theirlearning about electricity in science. They
made simple circuits and investigated which materials are insulators and which are conductors.
Workingin groups, the children were able toidentify the metallicobjects allowed the electrons to
flow around the circuitand allowed the light bulb toturn on.






Year 5

YEAR 5

In our History lesson this week, Year5 went on an excitingadventure backin time, to Victorian
London. DrJohn Snow needed ourhelp to solve the mystery behind the cholera epidemicsweeping
Broad Streetin 1854, so by studyingarange of primary and secondary sources, we discovered that
cholerais passed on through dirty water, and that the people who drank from a certain water pump
were the ones getting sick!







Year 6

YEAR 6

Thisweekyear6 were introduced to Watercolour painting. They explored mixing, blending and

laying colours to create theirown colour palette, and will build on these skills as part of theirart day
nextweek.









Year 6 have been learning about migration. This weektheylearned about economicmigration and

the impact the EU had on migration around Europe. They learned about the history of the EU and
used atlases toidentify which countries were members.




The Year 6 art club this week made mosaics. They really enjoyed using the tiles and grout to make
interesting patterns.






Thisweek, 3S listened to anotherreggae track by Bob Marley, "Jamming," and answered lots of
questions about the style, tempo, vocals and dynamics. We discussed the structure of a songand
learnt whata musical "bridge" is. Then we accompanied "Three Little Birds" on the chime barsin 2
part harmony, keepingtothe precise rhythm. Meanwhile, 3G had a ukulele lessoninwhichthey

learnttechniques for playing sounds likethe rain and accompanied themselves singing "It's raining,
it's pouring."



Parent Workshop
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Understanding Your
Child’s Behaviour

Staplehurst Primary School
At 1.30 pm on Friday 4th February 2022

Is your child’s behaviour starting to interfere with
their day to day life? Would you like to come and meet
with other parents and carers and learn about ways to

support your children ?

You are invited to a workshop which focusses on
understanding your child’s behaviour and offers some
techniques to help manage behaviours which you may

find challenging.
We look forward to meeting you.

Please register your interest with Bonny Sullivan 3 3
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Dear Parents,



As part of our Wellbeing Week we would like to support our parents too.
We would like to invite you to a workshop on "Understanding Your Child's Behaviour"

The workshop will be run by NHS Emotional Wellbeing Practitioner Karen Williams-Brown and
myself.

Come along and meet other parents who face similar struggles. We would be delighted to see you
there.

Please registeryour interest with Bonny Sullivan, Family Liaison Officer by Friday 28th Jan 2022

Thank you

Bonny



